The recreational drug user in the intensive care unit: a review.
This paper describes the mode of action of a set of recreational drugs that may cause patients problems that are severe enough to warrant admission to an intensive care unit. The mechanism of harm will be examined as well as some of the strategies used to deal with these problems. A general view of the chosen group will be outlined, followed by a breakdown of the drugs into specific categories, with review of the harmful effects of individual drugs. It is the intention of the authors to review depressant drugs at a later stage.